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According to a March 12 report by the government's international news service Prensa Latina,
Cuba has the capacity to mobilize 6 million combatants in the event of war. The Cuban population
numbers 11 million. With the advent of US hostility after the 1959 revolution, the government
developed a defense program called "guerra de todo el pueblo." The plan encompasses regular
military troops, militias (milicias de tropas territoriales-MTT), and production defense brigades
(PD). The MTT is comprised of 1 million civilians organized into about 300 regiments throughout
the island. Under war conditions, the MTT would be responsible for helping to defend political,
economic and military targets, and the PD, defense and maintenance of productive enterprises.
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